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The regular meeting of the Borough of Riverdale Mayor and Council opened on the 
above date at 7:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Budesheim presiding. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present: Astarita, Falkoski, Loesner, Wetzel, Guis 

Carelli (arrived at 7:33 p.m.) 
Absent: None 

 
Mayor Budesheim announced that proper notice of this meeting was made as to time, 
date, place and agenda. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES DATED: 
 
Regular Meeting - December 20, 2010 
Special Meeting  - December 29, 2010 
Reorganization Meeting - January 3, 2011 
Workshop Meeting - January 3, 2011 
      
Councilman Falkoski set forth the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Wetzel, to 
approve the above listed minutes as read.  
  
ROLL CALL: Ayes:      Astarita, Carelli, Falkoski, Loesner, Wetzel, Guis 
   Nays:      None 
   (6 ayes – 0 nays – motion carried) 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NO. 1: 
 
There being no comments, Councilman Falkoski set forth the motion, seconded by 
Councilman Astarita, that the public portion be closed. 
 
ALL IN FAVOR. 
 
ORDINANCES: 
 
1) Councilman Falkoski set forth the motion, seconded by Councilman Astarita, to 

introduce the following ordinance and moved its adoption. 
 

ORDINANCE 01-2011 
 

ORDINANCE PROHIBITING PARKING DURING CERTAIN 
TIMES ON ALL STREETS WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF RIVERDALE 

 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:      Astarita, Carelli, Falkoski, Loesner, Wetzel, Guis  
   Nays:      None 
   (6 ayes – 0 nays – motion carried) 
 
COPY OF ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION IN FULL ON PAGE NO. 7-A 
 
Borough Attorney Oostdyk explained that Ordinance 02-2011 is an amendment to clarify 
our existing ordinance regarding obstruction of sidewalks. 
 
2) Councilman Astarita set forth the motion, seconded by Councilman Falkoski, to 

introduce the following ordinance and moved its adoption. 
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ORDINANCES (continued): 
 

ORDINANCE 02-2011 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 147 AND PROHIBITING THE 
PLACEMENT OF MATERIALS ON PUBLIC SIDEWALKS WITHIN THE 

BOROUGH OF RIVERDALE 
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:      Astarita, Carelli, Falkoski, Loesner, Wetzel, Guis  
   Nays:      None 
   (6 ayes – 0 nays – motion carried) 
 
COPY OF ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION IN FULL ON PAGE NO. 8-B 
 
PAUL DARMOFALSKI TO PRESENT A DONATION TO THE RIVERDALE 
FOOD PANTRY ON BEHALF OF THE PEQUANNOCK VALLEY ROTARY 
CLUB 
 
Paul Darmofalski, President of the Pequannock Valley Rotary Club, stated that they 
realized there was a need in the food pantries of the communities they serve.  He 
presented a $500 check to Councilwoman Wetzel for the Riverdale food pantry. 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
Councilman Carelli asked for clarification of resolution No. 6.  Mayor Budesheim stated 
that any employee hired after February 1, 2011 would have to work 37-1/2 hours per 
week to qualify for medical benefits. 
 
Councilman Guis set forth the motion, seconded by Councilman Carelli, to approve the 
following resolutions: 
 

1) Payment of Claims.  (including the following) 
  1)  Refund of Showmobile Deposit Lady of Mt. Carmel $   500.00 
  2)  Refund of Showmobile Deposit Bloomingdale Fire $   500.00 
2) Payments from Escrow funds for the following Professionals: 
   1)  Johnson, Murphy, Hubner  TCR/Riverwalk $   154.00 
  2)  Johnson, Murphy, Hubner  PioCosta Develop $   126.00 
  3)  Anderson & Denzler  Alexan Riverwalk $7,876.86  
3) Resolution No. 10-2011; Resolution of the Borough Council of the Borough 

of Riverdale Opposing Assembly Bill No. A2095 and Senate Bill No. S-818 
which Revise Requirements for Medical Service Delivery. 

4) Resolution No. 11-2011; Refund of Tax Overpayments – Block 40, Lot 
3.2303 – Jason & Daniella Raffo, $1,031.34, year 2010, Duplicate Payment. 

5) Resolution No. 12-2011; Approval of 2011 Professional Agreement for 
Auditing Services. 

6) Resolution No. 13-2011; Hours of Employment Required to Participate in the 
State Health Benefits Plan. 

7) Approval of payment to L. Becker and Son in the amount of $11,950 for 
Glenburn sewer connection as recommended by the Borough Engineer.  
(Three quotations were obtained).  

 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:      Astarita, Carelli, Falkoski, Loesner, Wetzel, Guis  
   Nays:      None 
   (6 ayes – 0 nays – motion carried) 
 
COPY OF BILLS LIST AND RESOLUTIONS IN FULL ON PAGE NO. 8-C, D, E, 
F AND G. 
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MAYOR REPORT: 
 
Mayor Budesheim reported on results from the energy audit we had done for the Direct 
Install program.  The total project cost is about $269,000.  New Jersey Clean Energy 
Program covers about $137,000 which leaves about $132,000.  According to the survey 
we would get back that money in energy savings in 3-1/2 years but we have to act on this 
by January 21st.  After a brief discussion it was decided that Councilman Guis and Mayor 
Budesheim would go over the details of the proposal. 
 
Thereupon, Councilman Falkoski set forth the motion, seconded by Councilwoman 
Wetzel, to authorize the Mayor to execute the 2010 Direct Install Program Application 
and Participation Agreement with Donnelly Energy Solutions.  
 
ROLL CALL: Ayes:      Astarita, Carelli, Falkoski, Loesner, Wetzel, Guis  
   Nays:      None 
   (6 ayes – 0 nays – motion carried) 
 
Mayor Budesheim reported that he discussed changes to our sick leave policy with the 
Personnel Committee and would like to have further discussion at the workshop meeting.  
He stated that sick days are there for employees who are sick and not as a retirement 
bank.  He suggested accumulated sick days be capped at 130 and that we don’t pay for 
unused sick time.  There are a few employees nearing retirement and we are not looking 
to take anything away from them.  If anybody retires within 3 years I would like to see us 
honor whatever benefits were in place at that time but we have to do something to cut 
down costs.  We’ve been doing a lot to cut costs.  We’ve had a 69% drop in interest cost 
on our notes, we’ve been trimming the o/e budgets and some are down 30% from four 
years ago, we’ve switched utility carriers hoping to save 10% or 11%.  And now, the 
biggest ticket.  In 2010 the 18 police officers including salaries and benefits cost us 
$2,753,000.  The non-sworn officers (dispatchers, crossing guard and secretary) came to 
another $300,000.  The operating budget, vehicle maintenance, fuel, etc. adds another 
$150,000 to the overall police budget with a total of $3.2 million.  The Riverdale tax rate 
is broken into three components with the amounts going to the school, the county and the 
borough.  The borough’s share of that tax is $4.5 million; therefore 71 cents out of every 
tax dollar went to the Police Department leaving just 29 cents available to run the rest of 
the town.  We cannot continue to do this.  We can’t continue going down this road.  It has 
to come to an end.  My goal is to bring that percentage down from the 71% to a much 
more manageable 50% of the tax revenue for the borough.  There are two way to 
accomplish that.  One is to raise taxes sufficiently to cover that goal and that would 
require a 42% increase in our tax levy.  Such an approach is absurd and not worth 
mentioning.  The other way, and I believe the only appropriate way, is to lower local 
government spending in the Police Department.  However, with the 15 sergeants and 
patrolmen covered under the PBA contract, they are slated over the next two years 
between 2011 and 2012 to get an overall 23.38% raise so this isn’t going to be easy.  But 
I promise I’m going to do all that I can with the help of the Governing Body and the 
cooperation of the PBA to bring down that expense to the 50% level within the next four 
years.  I believe it’s something that can be done with oversight and hard work.  I believe 
that goal is obtainable and I know it is a goal worth fighting for.  I want to let you know 
where we stand and what we’re being confronted with. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Councilman Guis raised the issue and Borough Attorney Oostdyk reported on CDL 
license requirements.  We do not have a policy in Riverdale with the CDL license to do 
drug testing and several other requirements under CDL we are supposed to be doing.  We 
will look at policies of other municipalities and at the regulations to begin to get us into 
compliance. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (continued): 
 
Councilwoman Wetzel reported that the Borough of Riverdale has been approved and 
will be receiving an artifact from the World Trade Center.  She applied to the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey requesting something.  We don’t know yet what 
it will be but she was very proud and pleased to hear we would be receiving something 
prior to the 10th anniversary of September 11th.  Details will follow.    
 
Councilman Loesner reported on a system that was implemented for time reporting by 
the DPW and Police Department.  A weekly time sheet will be attested to by the 
employee and department head and kept on file with the Borough Clerk. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION NO. 2: 
 
Paul Darmofalski stated that the Pequannock Valley Rotary would be honored to pledge 
financial assistance for the World Trade Center artifact if it is needed. 
 
There being no further comments, Councilman Falkoski set forth the motion, seconded 
by Councilman Astarita, that the public portion be closed. 
 
ALL IN FAVOR. 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Councilman Falkoski set forth the motion, seconded by Councilman Astarita, to adjourn 
the meeting. 
        
ALL IN FAVOR. 
 
 
 
        
Adjourned:  8:07 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
________________________ 
Carol J. Talerico, R.M.C. 
Municipal Clerk 


