
RIVERDALE SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

MARCH 28, 2022 
 

The Regular meeting of the Riverdale Shade Tree Commission opened on March 
28, 2022 at 7:05 p.m.  Chairman Michael Carelli read the Sunshine Law. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Linda Roetman  
     Annemarie Angiello 
     Vice-Chairman Todd Urban  
     Chairman Michael Carelli  
     Council Liaison Matt Oswald 
 
   Absent: Darinda Norris (excused absence) 
     Denise Johnson (excused absence) 
     Laura Jennings 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   January 24, 2022 
 
Thereupon Annemarie Angiello set forth the motion seconded by Vice-Chairman 
Todd Urban to approve the minutes from January 24, 2022 as written and 
submitted. 
ALL IN FAVOR / Motion Carried 
 
TREE MAINTENANCE PROGRAM POLICY: 
 
Chairman Carelli reviewed the grants that Riverdale has received.  The tree 
inventory proposals will be opened on Thursday and hopefully they will be within 
the budget of the grant money.  Chairman Carelli reviewed what the inventory 
would entail such as knowing what type of tree is planted, where the tree is located, 
etc.  The estimate is that the inventory would encompass 3500 trees in residential 
neighborhoods.  The wooded lots would not be counted because it would be a 
waste of money to do that.  After the inventory is completed, we will be able to 
edit the inventory digitally and we will be able to see where trees are needed to be 
planted, such as along Newark Pompton Turnpike.  Vice-Chairman Urban asked 
about possible purchasing an evergreen tree for the front of the building.   
 
There was a discussion in reference to the trees that are being donated by Home 
Depot.  The board members discussed having an event for Arbor Day with the trees 
that Home Depot is planting.  April 30th is the date agreed upon.  Linda Roetman 
will call Home Depot and see if we can schedule that date for 9:00 am.  The trees 
would be planted down the middle of the property and along both sides.  If there 
are any trees left over, we will decide at that time where they should be planted. 
 
Chairman Carelli stated we have to be careful not to plant trees too close to where 
the community garden will be.  Councilman Oswald stated that the beds are really 
coming along beautifully and the girl scouts and boy scouts have done a great job.  
Chairman Carelli stated we still have to get a lease amendment from the school 
Board because they do own the property, and they told Michael they would be 



doing that at the next meeting.  Chairman Carelli stated we would be starting 
construction soon on the garden.   
 
Chairman Carelli stated if we have any additional trees, do you think we should 
reach out to the school.  The board members stated yes, the school could definitely 
use some trees.  Linda Roetman stated she would like to see trees planted in front 
of the Borough Hall.  Councilman Oswald stated it is very bare in the front of the 
building and could certainly use some blooming trees. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
1.  Linda Roetman stated she had received three phone calls in the past two weeks 
in reference to the classes that we used to hold.  The people want to know if we 
are going to have classes again.  I would like to call Pam Zipse from Rutgers and ask 
her to put together a program like she did the last time.  The classes were really 
good and the speakers were excellent.  After a brief discussion the board members 
agreed to do the classes again.  
 
The board decided on a class to be done in September.   We would also have the 
C.E.U.s we need as well.  Vice-Chairman Urban stated that is a fund raiser as well.  
Linda Roetman stated it depends on how much the speakers charge. 
 
2.  Chairman Carelli stated he is working on the Shade Tree Ordinance revisions and 
it is taking a lot of time because he has to copy the existing and then red line the 
proposed changes, so he will have that at the next meeting. 
 
3.   Chairman Carelli asked about Wes’s Tavern.  Linda Roetman stated that the rats 
are unbelievable.  One of the new owners will be getting the keys and the final 
closing will be in five days.  Chairman Carelli asked about plans for the property and 
if the Shade Tree would be involved in the landscaping.  Linda stated the 
landscaping is included in the site plan that was approved by the board, Linda 
stated she would bring the plans to the next meeting. 
 
Linda Roetman also reviewed the new construction that will be going on in the 
town. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Thereupon Linda Roetman set forth the motion seconded by Annemarie Angiello 
to adjourn the meeting. 
ALL IN FAVOR / Motion Carried 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Submitted by Linda Roetman, Board Secretary 
 
 


