
RIVERDALE SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

JANUARY 23, 2023 
 

OATH OF OFFICE: 
TODD URBAN (FOUR YEAR TERM)   TERM EXPIRES 12/31/2026 
LAURA JENNINGS (ALT. NO. 1)    TERM EXPIRES 12/31/2023 
MATT OSWALD (COUNCIL LIAISON)   TERM EXPIRES 12/31/2023 
JOHN LINSON (ARBORIST)    TERM EXPIRES 12/31/2023 
 
The Reorganization / Regular meeting of the Riverdale Shade Tree Commission 
opened on January 23, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  Adequate notice of this meeting was 
provided by publication in the Morris Daily Record and also posted on the 
bulletin board outside the Council Chambers.  
 
ROLL CALL:   Present: Linda Roetman  
      Darinda Norris  
      Annemarie Angiello  
      Denise Johnson 
      Todd Urban  
      Michael Carelli  
      Laura Jennings 
      Councilman Matt Oswald 
 
Secretary for the Board called for nominations for : 
 
1. Chairman Thereupon Todd Urban set forth the motion seconded by 
Darinda Norris to nominate Michael Carelli for Chairman.  There were no other 
nominations, thereupon the nominations were closed. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: Urban, Norris, Roetman, Angiello, Johnson, Jennings 
   Nays: None 
   Abstain: Carelli  
   (6 Ayes – 0 Nays – 1 Abstain – Motion Carried) 
 
2. Vice-Chairman Thereupon Chairman Carelli called for nominations for 
Vice-Chairman.  Thereupon Linda Roetman set forth the motion seconded by 



Denise Johnson to nominate Todd Urban for Vice-Chairman.  Hearing no other 
nominations the nominations are closed. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: Roetman, Johnson, Norris, Angiello, Jennings, Carelli  
   Nays: None 
   Abstain: Urban  
   (6 Ayes – 0 Nays – 1 Abstain – Motion Carried) 
 
3. Secretary Chairman Carelli called for nominations for secretary.  
Thereupon Vice-Chairman Todd Urban set forth the motion seconded by 
Annemarie Angiello to nominate Linda Roetman for secretary.  Hearing no other 
nominations the nominations are closed. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: Urban, Angiello, Norris, Johnson, Jennings, Carelli  
   Nays: None 
   Abstain: Roetman  
   (6 Ayes – 0 Nays – Motion Carried) 
 
4. LEGAL NEWSPAPER AND ALTERNATE NEWSPAPER  Chairman Carelli 
called for nominations for legal newspaper and alternate newspaper.  Thereupon 
Linda Roetman set forth the motion seconded by Vice-Chairman Todd Urban to 
nominate the Morris Daily Record and the Suburban Trends.  Hearing no other 
nominations the nominations are closed. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: Roetman, Urban, Norris, Angiello, Johnson, Jennings,  
    Carelli  
   Nays: None 
   (7 Ayes – 0 Nays – Motion Carried) 
 
5. MEETING NIGHTS AND TIME: Chairman Carelli called for nominations for 
meeting nights and time.  Thereupon Vice-Chairman Todd Urban set forth the 
nomination of March 27th, May 22nd, July 24th, September 25th, and November 
27th, 2023 all with a start time of 7:00 p.m.  Denise Johnson seconded the motion.  
Hearing no other nominations the nominations are closed. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: Urban, Johnson, Roetman, Norris, Jennings, Angiello,  
    Carelli  



   Nays: None 
   (7 Ayes – 0 Nays – Motion Carried) 
 
Motion to close the reorganization portion of the meeting and open the Regular 
portion of the meeting.  Thereupon Linda Roetman set forth the motion 
seconded by Vice-Chairman Todd Urban to close the Reorganization portion of 
the meeting and open the Regular portion of the meeting. 
ALL IN FAVOR / Motion Carried 
 
The Regular portion of the Riverdale Shade Tree Commission is opening at 7:10 
p.m.  Chairman Michael Carelli read the Sunshine Law, 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Linda Roetman 
     Darinda Norris    
     Annemarie Angiello 
     Denise Johnson  
     Laura Jennings 
     Vice-Chairman Todd Urban  
     Chairman Michael Carelli  
     Council Liaison Matt Oswald 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: November 28, 2022 
 
Thereupon Vice-Chairman Todd Urban set forth the motion seconded by Darinda 
Norris to approve the minutes from the November 28, 2022 meeting as written 
and submitted. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: Urban, Norris, Roetman, Angiello, Johnson, Jennings, 
    Carelli  
   Nays: None 
   (7 Ayes – 0 Nays – Motion Carried) 
 
FIRST READING AND APPROVAL TO BE SENT TO MAYOR AND COUNCIL FOR 
ADOPTION / ORDINANCE NO,. 1-2023 / ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 157, 
“TREE  REMOVAL” IF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 
RIVERDALE AND REGULATING THE REMOVAL PROTECTION, AND REPLACEMENT 
OF TREES. 



After a discussion, thereupon Vice-Chairman Todd Urban set forth the motion 
seconded by Chairman Michael Carelli to approve the ordinance be submitted to 
the Mayor and Council for review. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Ayes: Urban, Carelli, Roetman, Norris, Angiello, Johnson, 
    Jennings 
   Nays: None 
   (7 Ayes – 0 Nays – Motion Carried) 
 
UPDATE ON SHADE TREE CLASS NOVEMBER 30, 2023: 
The class went very well.  We had 30 paid attendants.  The person that taught the 
class was excellent and the people attending the class asked that he be contacted 
to do another class.  The information for him is in the files and he should be 
contacted to do the next class in 2023.  The towns that attended the class would 
like to be notified for the next class in 2023.   
 
COMMUNITY TREE RECOVERY: 
Chairman Carelli explained the Community Tree Recovery and the free seedlings 
that can be distributed by grant.  Chairman Carelli stated he would be taking care 
of the paperwork and the submission of the grant submittal.  Linda Roetman 
stated she would speak to the DPW superintendent in reference to having 
someone pick up the seedlings on the proper day.  There was a discussion on 
maybe having the Shade Tree Board Members standing by at the Community 
Center with the seedlings on the Saturday after Arbor Day which would be April 
29th.  We could advertise and give the seedlings to the residents as they drive up. 
There was also a discussion on getting the school children involved in the Arbor 
Day Celebration and there will be further discussion at the next meeting of the 
Shade Tree Commission which will be held on March 27, 2023. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Thereupon Vice-Chairman Todd Urban set forth the motion seconded by Darinda 
Norris to adjourn the meeting. 
ALL IN FAVOR / Motion Carried 
Meeting adjourned at: 7:29 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 



________________________________ 
Linda Roetman, Board Secretary 


